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The Newt.
All eyes this morning will naturally be turned to

the graphic sketches to be found on our first page
of the highly interesting and important transactions
ia Washington yesterday. The Senate having, at
the Executive session in the month of March, elected
David R. Atchison, of Missouri, as President pro
tem that body was of course prepared to commence
the transaction of business immediately after roll
call. The House, as was anticipated, organized by
the re-election of ail the offiocrs who served at the
last session. There seems to have been considerable
dodging on the part of those who supported Linn
Boyd for Speaker when they were called upon to
vote fwT John W. Forney for Clerk, as will be seen

fcy the names recorded under the proper head. In
order to more readily show the strength of parties,
we will here recapitulate the votes cast for the dif¬
ferent aspirants to office:.

TIIF. VOTE r<>R SPKAKER."Whole Dumber of rote* cant 216
Of wh'.ch * ion Boyd (dem.) of Ky received 140
J. tt. .mi.ili'r (»aig) of l'a 35
L. D Care pfcsll (free Foil wh^c) of Ohio 11
Bcattfrwi amtDg ni»e t andidfctee 27.73

Mr. Boyd* mijjiity 70
TIIF VOTB FOK CLERK.

Whek" nrmber cf vote* cast 200
Of wbicb John W. Forney received 121
Richard it. Voun< 27
Scatteriig 5J.79

Mt. Forney '« majority 42

By the a!:ove it will be seen that Mr. Boyd hid
twenty eight votes more than Mr. Forney, who ap¬
pears to have received the cnt direct from Mr. Cut¬
ting and other honorable gentlemen of this city, as
well as from a large number of Southern and other
aemben who are not disposed to endorse the mod¬
ern .democratic platform , as laid down in Mr. F.'s
celebrated letter to Mr. Roberts. The House, being
now ready for the transaction of business, appoint¬
ed a committed to meet a similar delegation from
the Senate, and notify the President of their organ¬
ization. The members spent the bilance of the
day's region in drawing for seats. Col. Benton, we

ob->erve, selected a location immediately in front of
the Speaker.
The notices given of rarious bills in the Senate

are somewhat indicative of what may be expe:ted to
transpire in the conrse of the session. The Iowa
Senators are already in the field with propositions to
grant lands for railroad purposes. Mr. Seward is
desirous of ascertaining whether King Kameharneha
has proposed to cede the Sandwich Island? to
the United States, and if so, what the terms are,
and Mr. Fh-h wishes to dense some means by which
the awful mortality on board emigrant vessels may

be alleviated. This really looks like business. let us

hope that it will be continued.
We are informed that the President's Message will

be trar smitted to Congress about one o'clock to-day,
in which event we shall issue it in our evening
edition. In addition to this anxiously looked-toi
document, tomorrow's Herald will contain the
most important cf the various reporU from the
departments.
One of our special correspondents furnishes a large

amount of fta'istical information procured from the
Treasury Department, which will be foun i very in¬
teresting. It is estimated that the additional appro
prmtkms required to meet the deficiencies for tha
present and previous lineal years will amount to over

0 million and a half of dollars. The total appropria¬
tions a-ked for to meet the ex pe'ises of the fiscal year,
ending on the Kith of June, 1866, foot up nearly forty
millions. Now, as Speaker Boyd will probably re¬

appoint Mr. Houston, or some other equally economi¬
cal gentleman as Chairman of the Committee of
Wajs and Meana, it is a matter of some doubt
whether Heeretary Guthrie will succeed in procaring
the amount prBjsmed in order to enable him to
¦quare up his books. There are various tables rela¬
tive to the expenses of the different custom houses,
the amount of bullion and coin imported and exported
daring each year since 1x21, Ac., to which the atten¬
tion of the reader is directed as affording a pretty
complete outline of the financial operatioas of the
government.
Should the present cold weather continue, the

canals will daubtless be entirely closed before the
end of the present week. Our telegraphic des¬
patches inform us that snow fell in nearly all parts
of the State yesterday .

Two hundred and fourteen persons are reportel to
have died of cholera at New Orleans last week.
The American Anti-Slavery Society met in Phila¬

delphia on Saturday. Some of those present, as
mmal. distinguished themselves by characterizing
churchei as hot-beds of iniquity. See the sketch
elsewhere given of the proceeding* of this asso
ciation.
A son of the celebrated Col. Croghan was last

Saturday mulcted in the sum of one thousand dol¬
lars, by a jury at Kingston, N. Y., for an assault
committed some months ago upon Neil Beoson, the
lamons anti renter.
Our telegraphic despatches contain accounts of

virions marine disaster* and mu< h other interesting
Informa' lort, 1o whii-li we Imvp i ¦» ro^T fr n if"

juO R1U.

The Ivnropa ha* uot jet arrived. Hhe is in
ber seventeenth day. It is now very likely thai
something ba<* happened which hu either compelled
her to put back or to put Into uome port for fuel.
( >«r next uews frviin Kurops may, there tore, be
fcvought by the Humboldt at this port, or the Niaga¬
ra at Halifax. If by the Utter, it will be ten days
later than our advices by the Atlantic.
A large number of reports were adopted by the

Board of Aldermen last evening. They chietlv con

si.-ted of paying bills anl awarding contracts. A
communication was rece'.ved from the Comptroller
showing the receipts of the Sixth and Eighth Ave¬
nue Railroad Companies for the month of November
to have been as follows:.
Hixth ,tv«nu« lUulroa.l ,..$^6,^31 23
Ffghth At«ou« Raihoid U5 379 76

ToUl $41,870 98

A communication wa« received from the Croton
Aqueduct Department, containing the following
estimates of appropriations required during the year
1854, for the working plan of the department:.
For Aquaduot.Croton asaount $3,000

Aqueduct*. r*pair« ati'l improvements 4se.... 24 000
froton witwr work* «-xtennion 5,M)0
W»t«r pipxK and laying VW 000
J-Vwers. repairing and cleaning 16,000
Statistical tables 1,600
Salaries $3,000*
Total $206,000

After a long debate.for a report of which see an¬
other column.a bill was adopted which provides
that the Chief Engineer of the Fire Department
shall he elected every three years. This piece of
legation was strongly opposed by Mr. Carson's
friends, while bis enemies pushed the matte' through
without the slightest compunction.
The Board of As iatant Aldermen adopted a re¬

port for the increase of the police force in the First,
Fourth. Sixth, Eleventh, Twelfth, Eighteenth, Nine¬
teenth, Twfnty-flrst. fand Twenty-fecond wards. A
number of remonstrances were presented with re¬

gard to the proposed Broadway Railroad, to one of
which an opinion by ex-Jndge Bronson was attached,
showing that the granting of the privilege to tbs
Manhattan Railroad Company to lay a rail in Broad¬
way would be void if granted. A resolution waa

passed, directing the extension of the Bowery to
Frar^klin square, in Pearl street. The sum of one
thousand do'lars was appropriated to defray expenses
attending the reception to be given to John Mitchel.
See the inside pages for letters from Havana and

Porto Rico, and other interesting information from
tuba ; Important Advice to Abolition Agitators
Abroad, including a statement concerning high¬
handed ftuuggliBg; News from Bahama; Political,
Commercial, Local, and Miscellaneous Affairs, <te.

Position of Gen. Pierce HI* Beat Policy*
Neither the country nor the Herald has for¬

gotten that General Pierce's inaugural was

entirely consistent with the opinions of the
mouses on the subject of the compromise laws.
The President has never denied that he owed his
election to the c fTect of those measures and to the
Union sentiment which pervaded the country;
on the contrary, every expression ofopinion that
he has given to the public contains a formal or a

tacit acknowledgment of the fact. It cannot be
doubted that the message will speak in a similar
strain; and will emphatically re affirm the I'nion
doctrines of the in&agural. In a word, no one

ean reasonably question the President's sound-
doss on these all important points. He reads the
Baltimore platform precisely as the Union party
read it: and yields nothing to them in his accep¬
tation of the pledges it contains to support the
compromise in its letter and spirit. In this mat¬
ter. therefore, there is a world of difference be¬
tween the President and his Cabinet. The
former, in every papor he has issued since bis
inauguration, has taken pains to endorse the
measures of 1850, and to profess his fidelity to
the Union. The organ of the latter has dis¬
tinctly, repudiated the compromise, while its
masters are laboring effectively to pluce the
Union in jeopardy by forming alliances with its
enemies in both sections of the couutry. A
most momentous question, therefore, arises at
this particular conjuncture; if the President is
unwilling to assume the responsibility of the
di. unionist work of his Cabinet, and of the re¬
vival o> the Van Bnren dynasty, what policy
ought he to pursue in order to discharge his
duty to the country, aud to preserve his perso¬
nal popularity and reputation? He cannot con¬
tinue for ever to say one thing over his own
signature, and to allow his Cabinet aud their
organ to utter the contrary over theirs; for by
so doing he only succeeds in discrediting both,
and transferring to his own innocent shoulders

a portion of the odium which ought to be borne
by his Cabinet alone. What, th«n. should he do?
He should boldly take the bull by the horns,
and reque.-t Messrs. Marcy and Guthrie to
resign. It is they who have aroused the storm
which now beats against the White House .

they who ha\e labored to resuscitate Van
Buren free soilism in this State : they who
havti been the means of calling into life the
party which now threatens the stability of the
administration. For these things they should
be dismissed. We know how hard it is for a

man of General Pierce's temper to resolve on a
harsh step like this ; and how much more satis¬
factory it would have been to him and to all
parties concerned, had Marcy and Guthrie come
lonvard of their own accord, acknowledged the
detriment they were inflictiog on the Cabinet,
and spontaneously tendered a cheerful resig¬
nation. Such a course as this would have
smoothed the President's path, and reflected
credit on the manliness of the two Secretaries.
Unfortunately, they are not men of the stamp
required for acts of this nature. They will hold
power fill it is wrenched from their grasp, and
the fact impose? on General Pierce the necessity
of following their example, and postponing
courtesy to the public weal. He must use au

thority where -uggestion e\ en might have been
superflous : and. route (/ui coiite, cut adrift
from his Kinking Cabinet the leaden weight that
is dragging it lo the bottom. This is the first
and the most difficult task that he is called upon
to perform. Some of the appointments of the
present administration will need revision. In
some cases, such as that of the collectorship of
this port, in which a great principle is involved,
it will be absolutely necessary to dismiss the
present i»cuml*cnt, and replace him by a tried
national democrat. But these measures will
follow naturally after the dismissal of the heads
ol the party. Marcy extirpated, Redfleld would
probably anticipate the blow by tendering his
resignation.
The effect of this simple and practical course

can he easily described. The very news of
Marcy and Guthrie's dismissal would scatter
the "V an Buren'tes to the winds. The day after
it had appeared in the newspaper*, you would
peek in vain for a free soiler among the sup¬
porters of the administration ; aud all that vast
crew of brawlers whose support has so nearly
been fatal to General Pierce, would »>e silent as
stones. On the other hand, the whole L'nlon
party which, as the President probably knows
by this time, comprises the thew and sinew of
the people, would rally like oae man around
the government. There would be no longer
any rumors or threats of Congressional opposi¬
tion from the nationals ; convinced that what-
< tf i ! i ' i !-, r 'm,..; r ¦ i kl>-
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a future policy in accordance with the true dic¬
tates of patriotism. The Dickinsons, the Cat-
tings, the Bronsons. the Buchanans, the
CahtPB. and all that host which is new pre¬
paring to organize under an independent
banner, would cheerfully forget past differences
und give to the government a cordial and an
honest support. This would not be the only
benefit that would accrue from the course wc
recommend. The extinction of free sollisn: in
the North would be immediately followed by
the disappearance of secessienism in the South.
The latter form of treason is kept alive by the
former, and must die when its cause ceases to
operate. Extirpate the class which is inces¬
santly howling lor war upon the South, and the
South will soon cease to talk about dissolving
the Union. If General Pierce we^ even now
to act as he should have done in March last,
the free soil army would be annihilated, aad
immediately afterwards, without any interfer¬
ence of bis, the secession party would tail into
discredit and go out of sight.

This is the only course of action which can
restore harmony to the country. It is the only
one that is consistent with General Pierce's
past life and his inaugural message. It has the
advantage ol' being so plain that no one can
mistake its purport: it is honest; it is simple;
and its effect is sure to be as speedy as it will
be thorough. In six weeks from the day on
which Marcy's and Guthrie's re ignations were
made public the whole country would be tran¬
quil. and General Pierce would again be the
popular head of a homogeneous Cabinet and a

homogeneous party.
It is quite as easy to point out the conse¬

quences of disregard to the public will. If the
course we suggest is not adopted, the resolu¬
tions which were rejected on a point of order in
the democratic caucus will be presen ted without
delay to the Congress, whose session commenced
yesterday. A fierce battle between the admin¬
istration and the national democrats will at
once oommence: and it is difficult to perceive
what benefit the former can derive from the
campaign. Six months or so will be wasted in
endless discussions and controversies, and no

practical business of any moment will be trans¬
acted. The responsibility of all these evils will
rest on General Pierce's head. The national
party will derive fresh vigor from every contcst,
fresh adherents from every act.every appoint¬
ment of the administration, and cannot help
sweeping all before it at the election of 1856.
Such will be the inevitable results of a re¬

fusal on the part of the President to modify his
Cabinet. Jt will be strange if he knowingly
incurs such responsibilities. We call upon him
to support the Compromise, not only in words,
but in acts; to be true to himself, true to his
inaugural, and true to the people who elected
him. They know, as he does, that there is but
one living principle in the politics of the day,
and that is the Compromise. No debate on any
topic of national importance can take place, no

territory can be organized, and no State ad¬
mitted, without a thorough discussion of that
principle. And if General Pierce continues to
allow Maicy and Guthrie to lead him astray,
if he still identifies himself with a Cabinet
which is free soil in the North, secessionist in
the Sonth. and traitorous everywhere, on his
head be the consequences.
Character niul Morality of the Sew York

9ret*.

The greatest rascals have always been the
loudest professors of morality, and tke most
vehement assailants of other men's characters.
Tartuffe said prayers twice a day. and plotted
robbery and seduction on a velveted prie-dieu.
Jr soph Surface unctuously reviled his neigh¬
bor his own heart filled with blackest wicked¬
ness. Our New York cotemporarics are illus¬
trations of the practice in real life. There is
no form of Flander they have not used in speak¬
ing of this journal. Every calumny that malice
could invent every lie that audacity could
forge ias found a knavish New York editor to
write it, in regard to the character of this paper
nnd its editor, and at least a hundred block¬
heads to believe it. Themselves they have
always painted as patterns of morality. They
claim a monopoly of the cardinal virtues by
special dispensation from above. Not content
with assuming an average share of morality,
they

C«d praT upon occtiioo, tali; ofliearen,
Tars up their goggling ejeballH, mil at rice,
IHrsemb.'e, fawn, nnd preach like an/ pri««t.

What with their own modest self-laudations,
and their abuse of ue, they have rarely space
or time left to look after the news.

We have seldom the inclination, if we had the
room, to reply to their silly rant. The regular
readers of this paper do not require to be placed
on their guard against the slanders of our
rivals ; and until accusations emanate from a
more disinterested source, we can safely con¬
tinue as usual to pass them over without no¬
tice. A single deviation from our rule, how¬
ever, may possibly find an excuse in the key it
supplies to the character of those who arc daily
employed in abusing the Herald.
Some days ago it was known that John W.

Forney was again a candidate for the Clerkship
of the House. The man's character was noto¬
rious. We can safely assert that New York did
not contain an adult who was ignorant of the
letter in which Forney requested Roberts to in¬
vite Jamieson to drink, in order to induce him,
when intoxicated, to make statements involving
the honor of a lady, and calculated to serve as
evidfnee of her crime in a court of justice. At
all events, no editor could possibly have for¬
gotten the Forney letter, for It had appeared in
qvcry paper in the city not two years before.
Here, then, was an opportunity for these pro¬
fessors of morality to give a practical proof of
their sincerity. Here was a case which called
imperatively for the interference of the press.
If newspapers arc intended to serve any useful
purposes, it is surely the punishment of those
offences w hich are not amenable to the law, and
the enstigation of those miscreants who defy
the police. One might have expected that the
whole host of the moral editors would have fall¬
en upon Forney with virtuous impetuosity: and
in like manner it might have been inferred from
their statements respecting ourselves that the
Herald would have defended him. But what
was the case?
Out of all the New York papers not one but

this journal raised its voice against Forney's
election; or, at all events, no objection on the
part of any of our cotemporaries has met our

eye. One, if not more, out of the number
openly espoused his causc, and afforded him a

feeble sneaking support in its Washington cor¬

respondence. The others were silent. The
Herald's opposition, we trust we may be al¬
lowed to say. was thorough, consistent, and
straightforward. We gave Forney credit for
every qualification which he poseases; and we

distinctly repudiated any connection with any
r- J.' .jy ... w> >!. 1'
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bfcfopt acts ofwhich a man can be guilty was un¬

fit to fill a post under Congress, and that his
election would be a disgrace to the country-
la (act. our attacks have been little more than
republications ot his own letter.

Here, then, we have a practical test oi the
respective characters of the Herald und its co-

temporaries. The latter, who are constantly
parading their rigid uprightness, and reviling
the Herald for its supposed lack of the virtue,
are silent when an opportunity occurs of render¬
ing substantial service to the cause of morality
and honor : the Herald alone ventures, on be¬
half of an outraged people, to paint Forney as

he is, and to supplicate Congress not to debase
the American name. But even Bilence was not
contemptible enough for one of the moral jour¬
nals, specially recommended to the clergy, and
patronized by the church. It could not bear
to stand by and see a mean act committed with¬
out begging that it be allowed to participate in
the meanness. It supported Forney, not open¬
ly, in a manly straight forward way but feeb¬
ly, sncakingly, and covertly, bo as to enable it¬
self to retract in case the public noticed it. It
hired a Washington writer to puff him by impli¬
cation. And, encouraged by the contemptuous
silence with which we have treated its recent
attacks upon us, it boldly ventured to add the
following falsehood concerning ourselves :.

[From the Js>w York Pvlj Time*, One 6 ]
It was exceedingly refreshing to see the Hkrild

thus awbkeniDg, after a nleep of a year or two over
it, to the enormity of Mr. Forney's offeuce; for when
the letter first came out, and was at once denomccd
l>y the Time* and other journals as disgraceful to its
author, the Hlkald could nut regard it in any such
light, but found a variety of excuses for Mr. Forney.
The journal in question is perfectly safe in as¬

serting anything it pleases with respect to itself,
as the only tile of its back numbers now in exist¬
ence is probably kept by the editor. Of the
accuracy of its statement with regard to this
paper, and of its general character for truth,
the public may judge from the following ex¬
tracts from the Herald, the first of which ap¬
peared two days after the Forney letter had
been first published.

[From t»i« York Herald Jan. 12, 1852 ]Everj thing**#*«eems to l>e brought into this trial,
to say nothing of the monstrous letter of Mr. Forney,
tbe Clerk of the House of Representatives, at Wash¬
ington, coolly recommending a stool p<geon opera¬tion to Mr. Roberts, of Boston, to procure evidence
against Mrs Fom-st.****Thifl letter demands the
attention of tfce House of Representatives, if t lat res¬
pectable body has any regard for its own character
«r the reputation of tne officers it appoints to high
places. We think it the duty of that House.and
particulaily of the chivalric and honorable portionof it who come from the South to clear themselves
of the imputation which wMl lie on their character if
an officer of their House .convicted of such an offence,
should continue to hold his place any longer a placaof confidence and greit responsibility, and worthy of

a better occupant than Mr. Forney seems to be.
[From the New York Herald, Jan. 16, 18J2.]The House or RuPRESB.vrATivES and toe

Clkiik.The House of Representatives at Washing¬ton have taken no notice, as yet, of the recent ex¬
traordinary and monstrous letter addressed by Mr.
Forney to Mr. Roberts, of Boston, requesting the
latter to get Jamieson, tbe actor, into a state of in-
taxication and procure some evidence from him to
implicate the character of Mrs. Forrest. For the ho¬
nor of that distinguished and honorable body.for
the reputation of the country throughout the civil¬
ized world, and in future times.we trust that the
House of Representatives do not mean to pass over
that extraordinary developement without takiog
Mime proper and appropriate line of action in rela¬
tion to the conduct of tbeir clerk. The man who is
capibleof making deliberately such propositions ac
that letter exposed and made, is not fit to occupy any¬place in the gift of Congress, or of the governmentat Washington.
Private Movement! In the BritUli Cabinet -

A Kuropcan War.
A rumor to the effect that Lord Aberdeen

had rcfigned went the rounds of the papers on
the arrival of the last European mail. No
grounds for its origin were stated, and in con-

sequence it attracted less attention than the
importance of the event warranted. It was, in
fact, discredited. We have private information
from London, which may perhaps serve to
supply sufficient foundation for its existence to
render it worthy of a little thought. It would
appear that on the Saturday previous to the
departure of the Atlantic, a Cabinet Council
was held, at which despatches from the gover¬
nors of the Eastern possessions of Great Britain
were read. These despatches so far confirmed
the rumor with respect to the concentration of
Russian troops at Khiva, and the formation of
an alliance between the Czar and Dost Ma¬
homed, as to give rise to a lively feeling of
alarm in the minds of Ministers. Enough was
disclosed in the intelligence to render it very
probable that Russia's designs upon Cabul and
against Hindoatan were not a mere feint. Lord
Aberdeen was not present, and the Palmer-
ston party were in a majority in the council.
A warm debate arose between the latter and
the friende of the Premier, on the course which
Great Britain was to pursue. The Aberdeen
party, in the absence of their chief, felt bound to
follow bis dictates scrupulously, and contented
themselves with advocating caution and pru¬
dence. Their colleagues, on the other hand,
as usual with the Palmerston men, thought
that the news ought to have the effect of cut¬
ting the Gordian knot, and that war should
forthwith be declared against Russia. It may
appear singular that no more authentic intelli¬
gence of the fact should have reached us ; [but
we are informed that the latter counsel pre¬
vailed. and fhat before it rose, the sense of the
council was taken and a majority were found
to be dccidedly in favor of war. Wc need
hardly add that, in the absence of Lord Aber¬
deen, no positive step was determined on.

and no actual result had flowed from the dis¬
cussion on the clay when our latest advices left
London. It was only conjecturcd that as Lord
Aberdeen is known to be in favor of a peace
policy, he would prefer resigning to altering his
views.
Such a step on the part of Lord Palmerston

will appear less surprising when it is borne in
mind that the public feeling in England has
been wrought up to a very high pitch on the
subject of the Russo-Turkish dispute. Despite
the sound counsels of the Timet, the public has
allowed itself to be swayed almost as power¬
fully in an almost opposite direction by the
violent diatribes of the minor press against Rus¬
sia. Cobden and the peace party are nowhere.

A large proportion of the British people are at
the present moment prepared to suffer all the
hardship of additional taxation, for the sake of
giving a little exercise to the British Hon, and
humbling the pride of the Russian autocrat.
The bulk of the intelligent classes see clearly
enough that England's interests demand peacs;
but we all know that there are moments wben
tje calm voice of reason is drowned by the
cries of passion.
A declaration of war on the part of Great

Britain would thus not seem so entirely im¬
possible as might have been supposed ; and
when we recollect that by the terms of tliuir
mail contract, the Cunard steamers are bound
to place themselves at the disposal of the Gov¬
ernment in ease of necessity, it will be seen that
other causes besides the weather may have ope¬
rated to delay the arriv al of the belated Kuropa.

It will be time enough to speculate on the
<,}' a dfcl'irftt' i-' of varby Givit Britiia

ui.u. wc nc.ivc mine authentic iuluruutiou of

the fact. We know that Louis Napoleon Is both
willing and able to co-operate with the heredi¬
tary foe of France against Russia. He has
twenty-five thousand men ready to march to
the Danube, while the British fleet, now lying
full manned and equipped off Spitheail, occu¬

pies the Baltic, and another fleet of ships
of both nations commands the Bosphorus-
Great Britain has sufficient interest in press¬
ing the progress of republicanism in Europe to
induce her to side with the French Emperor in
any movement he might make in Germany and
Italy. She would see that if France espoused
the cause of the revolutionary party, it could
only be for the sake of crushing republicanism
hereafter, and extending the dominion of the
second Napoleon ; and howover distasteful this
accecMon of strength to her old rival might be
to England, she could hardly oppose it when
the alternatives would be either a Cossack or a

republican triumph. If England declares war
against Russia, she binds herself thereby to
serve Louis Napoleon's ambitious schemes du¬
ring the war. She would thus humble Russia,
save her Eastern possessions, and stave off a

republican movement at home, possibly at the
cost of a fresh war with France, and the danger
of a second Waterloo. Whether the gain is
worth the risk, and whether England will re¬

solve to run it, the Bequel will show.

The Italian Opera in America. The his¬
tory of the Italian opera in America is a record
of attempts, of failures, of reverses, of bank¬
ruptcies, of heartburnings, of embarrassments,
of partial successes, perhaps, but not of victo¬
ries. The eagle may have coquetted with Ma
retzek, (who is the best and most successful o^
the directors,) but he has never dually settled
upon the head of the " handsome impresario."
The assertion of a celebrated Irish patriot, that
"success is the criterion of merit," will not
hold good with regard to the Italian opera,
however veracious it may be in other respects.
New York, the metropolis of the Western world,
refuses to support an opera as it deserves, while
the theatres are crowded, while Jullien gets
three thousand people to hear a new polka, and
while negro singers ride in their own carriages.
The present company at Niblo's Garden is only
fairly supported, while if it received its de-
Berts we should have every night a packed
house; and on extraordinary occasions, like the
production of a new opera, there would be as

great a rush for places as upon the advent of
some newly discovered "Swedish nightingale."
Why is this ? It is simply because the aristo¬
cracy of New York is an aristocracy of dress,
and no more. Miss Brown goes to the opera to
thow her last suit of sables; Mrs. Smythe has
induced her husband, (who commenced life as
" John Smith," but is now a millionaire and
calls himself "J. Augustus Smythe,") to send
to Paris for a new set of diamonds, " such
loves," and she displays them in the dress cir¬
cle of Niblo's to the intense disgust of all her
set who do not, for several reasons, indulge
in such vanities. The orchestra may be mag¬
nificently balanced the crisp recitative, the
brilliant aria, the melodious cavatina, may
be given with the melody of Chaucer's
lark, whose notes " fell liquid honey on

the listening car," but while Mrs. Smythe
has such a " delightful parure ," their
combined exccllence passes for nought, and is
unnoticed by the people who ought really to
pay the money for the support of the
opera who falBely boast that they do pay it
Let us examine the condition of the opera in
other cities. Philadelphia will pay for about
fix operas a year, so that the fashionables may
display their new clothes. In Boston, where
they make great pretensions to musical tiste
tli<y will pay for twelve operas, because it is
the fashion, and because they desire a series
of reunions that they may out-dress their
neighbors. In New Orleans there is a French
theatre where operas ore given, but they are
relieved by vaudevilles and light dramas. The
season is always short. In Havana operas
are given occasionally at the Tacou, but there
the love of display is not sufficient to support
musical entertainments alone; the witcheries
of the ballet and the ennobling sport of bull
fighting is introduced to relieve the "mono,
tony-' of Bellini. Verdi, Rossini and Donizetti
The masses will not patronise the opera, be¬
cause they have no taste for it. The parvenu

[ aristocrats, who cause the opera houses to be
built, tighten their purse strings and refuse to
support the opera after the novelty and the
excitement has passed away. They have no
taste for it.they pretend to a great deal.
With all these facts, drawn from the experi¬

ence of the last t«u years, is it not singular
that we find capitalists investing their funds in
opera houses to "seat comfortably'' any num¬
ber of persons, or at least a much greater
number than can be found to pay for the seats-
The opera house in Fourteenth street is nearly
completed. It is begging for a lessee.
Th« ambition* youth Cb»t fired he Ephes'*n d«nw
<>u' liven in f»me the pious fool th»t r«ared it.

And the rash individual who shall undertake
the management of this house, so commodious,
so carefully planned, so secure against fire,
and "provided with stock scenery for the pro¬
duction of four standard operas," will '-de¬
serve well of bis country,'' though he may not
be able to pay bis debts. No, the affair is a

failure before it has b«en tried. This may seem

parodoxical; but ibe opera is too uncertain to
be judged by aDy fixed rules. Who knows
anything about the new opera house ? Who
cares any thing about it? Where are all th#

'.enterprising managers Where is Maretzek?
Where is llackctt ? Where is Marshall ?
Where is Barnam? Ah! we fear that the
"Academy of Music" will have hard work to
find a lessee. A similar spectacle is presented
in Boston and in Philadelphia. In Boston they
have an incorporated body called the ' Boston
Theatre Company," with a capital of three
hundred thousand dollars. They have a build¬
ing similar to that in Fourteenth street, and
as near to completion. It is a first class opera
house and theatre.an odiflce constructed with
especial attention to the laws of acous¬
tics and optics. To be sure, all the three
hundred stockholders are entitled to ad
mission on every performance; but that
is only a trifling drawback, because
(as it is said.) they are the " solid men of Bos¬
ton," and distinguished for liberality. Well,
there is no lessee for this temple consecrated
to St. Cecilia, Melpomone, and Thalia. Have
the shrines no worshippers? Arc there no am¬

bitious brewers, like Dclafield, who will spend
a million or so from pure love of music and de.
votion to the foot lights ? Or have the mana¬

gers learned wisdom from the experience of
other people, and knowing that the aristocratic
patrons of the opera will be very likely to
retreat and leave them without money, without
credit, and without friends, do they prefer to
CfltiT fcT tfn> ])iid<ll' win ill p*v. for
iLifijjfe wLich tb< y idu uudfMUud, and wi'||

which they are amused ? There can be bat one
answer to these questions, and that in the af¬
firmative. The wealthier class, then, will not
support the opera.they will only use it occa¬
sionally as a medium for the display of their
vulgar love of fhow and the middle and poorer
classes will seek cheaper and more congenial
unuisements.
We claim that we have given above a true

picture of the state of the Italian opera in
America, and that we have analyzed the causes
which have led to its present condition. Now,
gentlemen managers, you can propose for the
leases of the New York, Boston, or Philadel¬
phia opera houses with your eyes open.

Imsn Journalism in New York..Wc under¬
stand that the friends of John Mitchel advise
him very strongly not to deliver lectures in thiB
country, but to establish a new journal here,

'
and make it the organ of Irish nationality both
in this country and in Europe. Mitchel has re¬
markable talents as a journalist; he exhibit¬
ed those talentB in a remarkable manner during
the disturbances in Ireland in 1848; and we
are persuaded that he could not employ then:
better than in ajournal which should advocatc
here the cause of Irish independence.

If the enterprise should be commenced, such
ajournal would immediately sweep out of ex¬
istence a variety of weak, sickly Irish news¬

papers, and at once end their imbecile struggles
for life and prosperity. We aro not sure that
such a journal would not materially all'ect the
organ of Archbishop Hughes.the Fretman's
Journal, as it iB called.and wc should like to
pit John Mitclul against the Abb£ MeMasters
in the advocacy of Irish wrongs and Irish rights
.Irish piety and Irish saintship. We think
much information might be gained, and much
good might perhaps result from a tourney be¬
tween these renowned knights of the quill.
The Abb6 MeMasters never agrees with any¬
body, so he would be sure to fall out with
Mitchel. who is not a son of the church which St.
Peter founded upon a rock. With the Crusader,
Secchi de Casali and Padre Gavazzi on one

side, and John Mitchel on the other, the Abbe
MeMasters would have plenty of work. The
columns of the Irishman, the Felon , and the
Nation, form an index to Mitchel'u style. The
Irish who believe in Mitchel, O'Brien and
Meagher should have an organ in America, an<I
John Mitchel is the man to give it to them.

Organization of CengreM.
SPEAKERS 0* TUB HOUrt* OK RK1'RK31£NTATIVKS SINC*
THE ADOPTION OF THE CONSTITUTION IN 1789 TO
THE I'RESENT TIME.

Conareu. Sjtaker. IJJJJ'*1.Fred. A. MuHenberg. rennsyWanU If8k>
2.Joiatban Trumbull, Connecticut .1791
3.Fred. A. Mullenlwrg, Pennsylvania 1798-
4.Jonathan Davton, New Je/sey 1796
6 I)o. do. 1797
6.'Theodore Sedgwick, Massachurettfl 1790
7 Nathaniel Macon, North Carolina 1801
8. Do. do. 1803
0. Do. do. U0*
10.Joeeph B. Varnum, Massachusetts 1807
11. Do. do 180tf
12.Henry Clay, Kentucky 1811
13. Do. to. (reslgun I) 1813

Lanpdcn Che Ten. South Carolina J*n., 1814
14.Henry Clay, Kentucky 1816
16. Do. do. 18U
15 l>o. do. (resigned) 1819

John W. Taylor, New York Niv., 1820
17.I'bilip P Barbour, Virginia... 1821
18.Henry Clay Kentucky 1823
19.J<hn W. Taylor. New York ¦ 1826
20.Andrew Stevenson, Virginia 1827
21. Do. do 1829
22. Do. do 188V
2S. Do. do. (resigned) 1833

John Fell. Tennessee J ana, 183#.
24 Jamen K. Folk, Tcnnenee 1836
25. Do. do 1837
2C.Robert II. T. Hunter, VirglLia 183j
27 Tofan White, K»ntuckr 1841
'.8 John W. Jones. Virginia 1843
;9. lohn W Dati*. Inciana 184o
0.Robert C Winthrop, Maseacl uiotts 1947
1.-Hoirtll Cobb Owtgta 1849
2.Lien Bord, Kentucky 1S51
3. Do. do. 1863
Notes.In the Oth Congress, Geo ge Dent, of Mary,and, ? ax, In Apt 11. 1738, electee Speaker jaro Umpire, dur-

vg the sickness of the SpeaVer. Mr Dayton In tbe 28fl
(.'ougiess Her ry Hubbard, of New Hampshire, acted aa
HpeaJcer one day, in the absence of Mr. Stevenson, May18, 1834. In the 28'.h Congress, George W. Hopkias acted
as Speaker one day, in the absence of the Speaker, Feb.
28, 1846.
The political characters of the Speakers have been

as follows Mr. Muhlenberg, Speaker of tbe First
and Third Congresses, in Washington's administra¬
tion, was an anti-federalist or republican , friendly to
Jefferson, and opposed to Washington, Hamilton, and
other leaders of the federal party. Trumbull, Day¬
ton and St dgwick were federalists, and favorable to
Washington, Hamilton, and the administrition of
John Adams. The repub'ican Speakers, of the Jef¬
ferson school, were Macon, Varnum and Clay.
On the resignation of Clay, who was appointed one

of the commissioners to negotiate a treaty of peace
at Ghent, in 1814, the administration of Madison de¬
sired the election of Felix Grundy, of Tennessee, as
Speaker; but the federalists and independent repub¬
licans made choice of Langdon Cheves, a moderate
republican , of South Carolina. On his return from
Europe, after the peace of 1815, Mr. Clay was again
sent to Congress, and chosen Speaker. He resigned
in October, 1820, and, after repeated ballotings, John
W. Taylor, of New York, a friend of De Witt Clin¬
ton, and advocate of a protective tariff, was chosen
his snccesEor. This was during what was called

" the era of good feelings,'' under President Monroe's
administration. At the meeting of the next Con*
gress, in December, 1821, Philip P. Barbour, a demo'
crat, of Virginia, was elected Speaker, over Mr.
Taylor and other candidates, after many ba'luUings.
There were a number of buektails,or anti diet mians,
members from New York, who joined the South¬
ern democrats in defeating Mr. Taylor.
In December, 1823, Henry Clay being ogiin a

member, was cboser Speaker over Mr. Barbour, by
an overwhelming majority. The votes for Mr. Bar¬
bour were given by those who favored the election of
William H. Crawford to the Presidency in 1824.
The vote stood, for Clay 139, for Barbour 42 votes.
Iu the Nineteenth Congress, John W. Taylor was
fleeted Speaker, by the friends of tbe administration
of John Quincy Adams, December, 1825. In the
Twentieth Congress, the opponents of Adams' ad¬
ministration had a majority, and by a small majority
elected Stevenson, of Virginia, Speaker. When (flat
gentleman was appointed minister to Great Britain,
by President Jackson, in 1834, John Bell, of Ten¬
nessee, was chosen his successor as Speaker, much
against the wishes of the administration. JamesJK.
Polk was the Jackson candidate, but the dissatisfied
democrats and whigs united on Bell and elected
him. ilr. Bell had been considered friendly to
Jackson, but refused to support Van Buren as hio.
successor, consequently he became opposed to the
Jackson and Van Buren, and finally joined the
whig party, where he now remains as one of
the United States Senators from Tennessee. Mr.
Polk, who afterwards bedims President of the
United States, was elected Speaker by the
friends of Jackson and Van Buren in 1835
and 1837. He was succeeded in 1839, by Robert
M. T. Hunter, now one of the Senators from
Virginia, and a Southern States rights democrat.
He owed his election as Speaker to a combination of
whigs and Southern States rights men; but, contrary
to expectation, sustained Van Baren's administra¬
tion. In 1841 the whigs, being in a majority , elected
John White, of Kentncky, Speaker. On the retain
of the democrats to power In the next House of Re¬
presentatives, John W. Jones, of Virginio, was

chosen Speaker in 1843. He was succeeded by John
W. Davis, of Indiana, of the same politics, in 1845,
The whigs Hiiccceded in electing their speikcr, Mr.
Winthrop, in 1847, notwithstanding the opposi-
tioii of some whig abilitlonists, and in 1840, Howell
Cobb, of Georgia, the democratic candidate, was

chosen after many boilottings. lie was the first
s| enker elected by a plurality vote, the whigs and
ihtncrats h»"'u»u to im .< ncnt for t»i it

uiif|»o.".fc, to ttnawte a long .vu.C8'« lu tue Ust


